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The Truth about the NATRE Anti-Racist Resources 
 

Context 

On 15 June 2021 The Telegraph printed an article by Ewan Somerville titled ‘Primary School Pupils 

should learn white privilege says RE teachers’ www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/15/primary-

school-pupils-should-learn-white-privilege-says-re-teachers/  

 

This was followed up on Sunday 20 June with an article by Gavin Rice ‘Religious education is 

becoming a Trojan Horse for teaching children woke theories as fact’ - 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/20/religious-education-becoming-trojan-horse-

teaching-children/  

 

Due to the nature of the allegations made within both these articles which focused on NATRE 

regarding our Anti-Racist resources for the RE classroom we feel it important to rectify and clarify 

the misreporting and misrepresentation presented in both articles. 

 

Please note this document outlines the contents of the resource, what has been inaccurately 

reported and the incorrect information included in both the Telegraph articles, and likewise a 

Parliamentary Question on 16 June 2021. 

 

What is this teaching resource? 

These Anti-Racist RE teaching resources were first published online in September 2020 as a 

comprehensive suite of free teaching materials to help teachers of Religious Education plan and 

provide learning around racism and prejudice with varied perspectives from religion and ethics. 

They were written by RE Today and the National Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE).  

 

Why is it needed? 

It is essential for pupils to debate controversial issues in the safe space of the classroom and to 

hear and understand (not necessarily agree with) those who think differently to them. The RE 

classroom is a space where this question (and many other big and contested questions) can be 

explored with nuance, knowledge, and balance. 

 

The resources are written to support the teaching and learning of all pupils and are consistent with 

our belief that it is essential to work with black, Asian and minority ethnic people to capture a 

wide and diverse range of voices and worldviews in the delivery of RE syllabuses.  

 

Unlike other subjects, RE is not part of the National Curriculum but is locally determined to ensure 

that the teaching reflects the communities it serves as well as the diversity of religions and beliefs 

practiced in this country.  

 

 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/15/primary-school-pupils-should-learn-white-privilege-says-re-teachers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/15/primary-school-pupils-should-learn-white-privilege-says-re-teachers/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/06/20/religious-education-becoming-trojan-horse-teaching-children/
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The place of Religious Education in the school curriculum is widely misunderstood and often 

misrepresented the media.  At its best, RE is both academically rigorous and personally inspiring. 

In order to be at its best, teachers need to be confident in their subject knowledge, and supported  

to teach well balanced lessons that reflect a range of views on an issue.  

 

What is provided in the teaching resource? 

The NATRE Anti-Racist RE Resources aim to support professional trained teachers of RE in the 

classroom and includes the following sections: 

• Introductory information about the Resources 

 

• The Project team – developed with the support of over twenty-five project partners, 

including Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic (BAME) teachers, academics, educational 

partners and a range of people from different faith and belief backgrounds. Some of them 

have recorded videos explaining why they are anti-racist. www.natre.org.uk/about-

natre/projects/anti-racist-re/project-team   

 

• The Staffroom – a section supporting teachers with further information, resources, 

discussions, articles and the recording of the full “Anti-Racist RE Panel” session from the 

NATRE conference Strictly RE@home 2021. 

 

• Professional Glossary - offers resources and support for teachers engaging with anti-

racism in their classrooms. For the project there are 20+ key terms and concepts that 

teachers find it helpful to know about as they explore issues about justice, faith and race 

with their pupils, as well as a collection of videos from members of the project team talking 

about why they are anti-racist. 

 

• Film Reviews Films can be a powerful way to depict and communicate complex aspects of 

life - for both adults and children. Teachers often use film (either whole or clips) with their 

pupils in RE and other subjects. 

 

• Book Reviews – this looks at reviewer’s favourite titles and genres; Summer 2020 saw, for 

the first time, book charts around the world led by anti-racist titles and other works of 

fiction and non-fiction by Black authors. 

 

• Primary Classroom Resources - The project provides a unit of work for the 8-11s in Primary 

schools; What can be done to reduce racism? Can religion help? 

This unit of work for primary Religious Education provides non-statutory exemplification of 

some good teaching and learning for any school to use. The focus is on questions about 

justice and fairness. The work is presented as a single unit of work taking about 8-10 

lessons, but many users may wish to use these anti-racist RE lessons throughout their 

schemes of work. There are supportive further resources for teachers here as well, 

designed to build teacher confidence in handling controversy with balance.  

There is one Unit of Work for Key Stage 2 – 8-11s, and 6 Primary Unit Resources to support 

the teaching programme www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/primary-

classroom-resources  

http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/project-team
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/project-team
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/primary-classroom-resources
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/primary-classroom-resources
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• Secondary Classroom Resources - The project provides a unit of work for the 11-14s (also 

used with 14-16s in some schools) in Secondary schools; How could we and why should we 

reduce racism in our communities? What is the place of religions and beliefs? 

This unit of work for Religious Education provides non-statutory exemplification of some 

good teaching and learning for any school to use. The work is presented as a single unit of 

work taking about 8-12 lessons, but many users may wish to use these anti-racist RE 

lessons throughout their schemes of work. The context of this work is often a broad one, 

examining human rights and social justice with reference to many examples including the 

teachings and example of many religions and worldviews. 

Some teachers will find this useful for core RE for older students. There is one Unit of Work 

for Key Stage 3 – 11-14s , and 15 Secondary Unit Resources to support the teaching 

programme www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/secondary-classroom-

resources/ 

 

What this resource does not teach to Primary Pupils: 

The primary resources are NOT teaching Critical Race Theory: it is not mentioned, or any 

‘theory’; they are RE lessons that open up a space in the classroom that recognises that 

issues of race and justice have a long history within religions, that part of the role of RE is 

to engage in debate and discussion on big questions, and that the resources recognise the 

positive, as well as negative role, of individuals  within history – NATRE does not say that 

any religion or worldview is racist, it merely looks at case studies and invited pupils to 

discuss.  

 

The parliamentary question to the secretary of state for education includes reference to our 

resource being ‘issued’ to all Primary Schools. This is incorrect. 

The resources have NOT been issued to schools – they are freely available for teachers to 

download and use. As with most teaching resources, the expectation is that professional 

teachers will use their training and subject knowledge to adapt the material to their own 

context. Both of these elements are essential be able to teach this challenging subject 

matter well. The resources DO NOT ‘tell’ teachers what to teach.  

 

The Telegraph article states: 

 ‘Lessons should introduce children aged 8-11 to the “key concept” of white privilege, described 

as invisible benefits that society affords to people “because of their whiteness”, according to the 

National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE). ‘ 

 

No-where in the lesson resources for primary pupils are resources to teach ‘white 

privilege’. It is referred to in the glossary and information for teachers along with a 

comment that this is a contested concept.  

 

NATRE STATEMENT ‘Schools have a statutory duty to remain politically impartial and not to 

teach contested theory or opinions as fact, for example a few of the terms we use in the 

glossary for teachers, such as white privilege, are contested. We are pleased that these 

resources promote balanced discussions around these concepts and do not introduce them 

in an age inappropriate way.’ 

 

http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/secondary-classroom-resources/
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/secondary-classroom-resources/
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The use of Bristol’s statue of Edward Colston in Primary Resources: 

The statue of Edward Colston is used as an example to engage with pupils about the 

question of who should be memorialised, remembered, or celebrated with a statue? Pupils 

learn about two people and their lives Edward Colston, a slave trader, and John Wesley, a 

leading abolitionist. They look at a Christian text (Galatians 3:28 ‘In Christ there is neither 

Jew nor Gentile, male nor female, slave nor freeperson, all are one in Christ Jesus.’) 

 

Pupils review the life stories of these two prominent figures in Bristol’s history, both of 

whom followed Christianity, but in sharply different ways. The resources support the 

teacher to lead a class or group discussion about statues and slavery; for example “Were 

the protestors justified in taking down the statue and throwing it in the dock?” The 

resources are specifically designed to offer pupils a balanced presentation of opposing 

views as required by government regulations. 

 

This controversial issue is not debated until the pupils have sufficient subject knowledge to 

do so in an informed manner. This is a key principle in the teaching of religious education. 

 

There is a link in the teacher resources to one Sikh person who supports that specific action 

and likewise links to news pieces to use with pupils to provide a balanced description of 

what happened on the day (using an ITN clip) and leading up to the removal of the statue. 

 

The challenge of language 

The NATRE resources do not teach ‘critical race theory’. We provide teachers with a 

glossary that explores some of the contested terms currently in use in the debates about 

race in our society. 

In the resources supporting material it states ‘Ideas such as white privilege and 

microaggression are contested by some. The government says, 'Critical race theory' and 

where these concepts come from should not be taught as uncontested fact.’ Therefore, we 

do not advocate the teaching of ‘critical race theory’. 

The legacies of Slavery in the glossary 

The resource does not state that any religion or worldview is racist, it merely presents a 

series of case studies and invites pupils to discuss questions and issues about race and 

justice under the supervision of their teacher. When the role of religion in the slave trade is 

discussed in the glossary of terms language such as ‘some’ and ‘sometimes’ is used. It also 

introduces the sharing the anti-slavery work inspired by religions including the example of 

John Wesley, a leading abolitionist, Rev Dr Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and many 

others. 

 

The Outcomes of the publication of the articles in ‘The Telegraph’ 

As a result of these two articles and the misreporting of the contents of these resources written 

for the teachers of RE, NATRE has received hate mail and abusive telephone calls. This appears to 

have prompted a parliamentary question: 
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To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment he has made of 

whether the recent teaching materials issued to primary schools by the National  

Association of Teachers of Religious Education is in breach of the prohibition on 

political propaganda in the classroom; and if he will make a statement. 

 

Nick Gibb, Education Minister answered the question on 21 June 2021 

The law is clear that schools must remain politically impartial. Head teachers and 

staff have a responsibility to ensure that they act appropriately, particularly in the 

political views they express. When political issues are discussed, schools must offer 

pupils a balanced presentation of opposing views and should not present materials 

in a politically biased or one sided way. 

Schools should not teach contested theory or opinions as fact and must ensure they 

uphold their duties with regard to political impartiality. Schools should be mindful of 

the need to offer a balanced presentation of opposing views as well as the age 

appropriateness of teaching, given that balanced treatment of such issues may not 

be possible with younger pupils. 

Political impartiality in our education system is an important principle to uphold. The 

Department is developing further guidance to support schools to understand and 

meet their duties in this area. 

 

We thank the minister for his clear statement of the law and are pleased to demonstrate that the 

NATRE Anti-Racist RE Resources have been developed, written and published within these 

parameters of the law. 


