
CHECK OUT:

Spring into the new  
term with fresh RE  
resources!

Save £100 before the end of term 

on RE Today Primary RE Curriculum

EYFS and Year 1 to Year 3 units now available! 

144   
Classroom-ready 

PowerPoints

18   
Sticky Knowledge 

Quizzes

24   Learning Pathways

18   Knowledge Organisers

18   Assessment Materials

Take the stress out of 
planning your RE lessons! 

Useful RE resources 

for lesson planning

Pin-up RE poster for your 

classroom or staffroom

Ready to use RE

Religious festivals calendar 
(working in association with SHAP)

Offers and discounts

Not a member?  
Access FREE samples 

and try before you buy

SPRING ‘24 edItIon of  
                maGazine

this term’s 
theme: 

Values & 
ethIcs

The whole set will be available by Easter 

2024: that will be 240 ready-made 

lessons in total!

Only  available  with a Primary School Enhanced Membership!£270
(save £100)offer available  until 31.03.2024

Access magazine articles online



Imagine a miniature Earth, about a metre in diameter, floating 

in the air a little way above the ground in front of you. 

Look closely.

See the clouds moving softly around the globe. 

Note the varied blues of the oceans and how 

they flow around the patterns of land. 

See how some land is green – grasslands, woodlands, forests, jungles. 

See how some land is pale and 
brown – dry, sandy deserts.  

Look closely and see some 
snow-topped mountains 

and some deep valleys. 

If it is dark enough when you 
look, you might see the Northern 
Lights flickering at the top of the 
Earth. And perhaps some lightning 
flashes where storms are raging.

Look how the top and bottom 
are cold, but the middle is hot.

Think about all the intricate, 
complex parts working together. 

Imagine what it must be 

like to live in such an amazing place.

Imagine how people who live there must treasure its beauty.

Imagine how people must celebrate living there.

Imagine how they take care to share it together.

Inspired by the poem If the Earth were only a few feet in diameter by Joe Miller 

(Greenwich PR 1975)

Imagine a miniature Earth…

QUICK INSIGHT: 

RAMADAN
11 MARCH–10 APRIL 2024
WHO? Followers of Islam. 

WHAT? Ramadan is the ninth month of the 

12-month Islamic calendar, a lunar calendar that’s 

based on the phases of the moon. The conclusion of 

Ramadan is marked with a major celebration known 

as Eid-ul-Fitr (or Eid al-Fitr), the Feast of Fast-

Breaking. It starts the day after Ramadan ends and 

lasts for three days.

WHY? Celebrated as the month during which 

Muhammad received the initial revelations of what 

became the Qur’an, the holy book for Muslims, 

from God. 

HOW? Ramadan is a holy month of fasting whilst 

it’s light outside. Once the sun sets, families meet 

for big meals that may include stew, rice, dates, 

lentils, and more. Ramadan culminates in a three-

day celebration (Eid ul-Fitr), where Muslims offer  

a special morning prayer, then visit family and 

friends. Charity, called fitr, is given to the poor 

to ensure no one is left out of the celebrations 

and the joy of success that comes with fasting. 

Many Muslims will aim to complete a reading of 

all of the Surahs of the Qur’an during the holy 

month of Ramadan. 

WHERE? Ramadan is celebrated in many countries 

around the world. Each location has its unique way 

of honouring this yearly Islamic tradition. 

QUICK INSIGHT: 

VAISAKHI/BAISAKHI  13 APRIL 2024
WHO? Celebrated by Sikh people. 
WHAT? It is the Sikh New Year festival,  and one of the most important dates in the Sikh calendar. Vaisakhi is celebrated in much the same way as Gurpurbs. Vaisakhi is a time to remember old stories, share fun times with friends and family and think about the year to come.

WHY? In 1699, Sikhs from all over the Punjab gathered to celebrate the local harvest festival of Vaisakhi. The tenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh, came out of a tent carrying a sword. He asked anyone who was prepared to give their life for their religion to step forward.HOW? Celebrated by visiting Gurdwaras, which are especially decorated for the occasion, enjoying parades and special processions through the streets called nagar kirtans which involve singing of hymns from the Guru Granth Sahib, which is the Sikh holy book. Having a special meal with family and friends, and some Sikhs choose to be baptised into the Khalsa brotherhood on this day.
WHERE? Usually, big celebrations take place in the city of Anandpur Sahib in Punjab, where Guru Gobind 
Singh established 
the Khalsal. 

Data is provided by the Shap Calendar Group (shapcalendar.org.uk)

Challenging Knowledge in RE: 

Vol 3: Environment

SPRING TERM

ReSoUrce foR the cLasSroom
Find this resource in 

this primary book

PoP-uP ShoPCHECK OUT THE

and get RE festival ready!

See inside

For secondary resources 
on environment:

FEBRUARY 13

Shrove 
Tuesday  

(Christian)

JANUARY 21

World 
Religion Day 

(All) 

FEBRUARY 8

The Prophet’s 
Night Journey 

(Muslim)

FEBRUARY 14 – 
MARCH 30

Lent 
(Christian) 

MARCH 11 – 

APRIL 10

Ramadan 

(Muslim) 

Palm 
Sunday 

(Christian)

Vaisakhi/
Baisakhi 

(Sikh)
Eid-

ul-Fitr 
(Muslim) 

APRIL 13
APRIL 10

MARCH 24–25

APRIL 23–30

MARCH 24

Easter 
Sunday 

(Christian)

Holi 
(Jain, Hindu 

& Sikh) 

Pesach 
(Jewish)

MARCH 31



This competition is 

a cross-curricular 

opportunity to engage 

teachers and pupils, 

whilst boosting the 

profile of RE in your 

school. Integrate the 

competition into  

RE lessons with 

a ‘Spirited Arts’ unit  

or an RE/arts week! 

‘All are valued, all 

are loved’,  Year 6 

whole class entry.

‘Sacred space and 
holy buildings’,  
Age 14.

foR 2024 themeS, 

INsPIRatIon aNd 

how to eNter

Submit your entries before  
31 July 
2024

Shop all RE 
teaching books 
and more!

Re

PRIMARY SERIES 
Exploring 
Christian Worldviews
Focuses on and explores different Christian 
communities and how they celebrate, their 
art and beliefs:

• Ideas of light through tuff tray activities.

• Holy Week and Easter celebrations using 
quotes from diverse denominations.

• Churches in Cardiff with a focus on a local 
Catholic church and comparison with a 
Baptist church.

• England footballers show us how they  
live out their Christian beliefs.

SECONDARY SERIES
Investigating Christian Worldviews
Using different disciplines, including the  
voices of young Christians from diverse  
traditions, to explore Christian worldviews: 

• Voices of young Christians, aged  
13-31, from diverse denominations.

• Theological & sociological perspectives  
on Pentecostal Christianity.

• Data to help students understand  
Christian responses to abortion for  
GCSE/National 5s.   

• Introduction to four waves of 
Christian feminism.

Need to explore Christianity using different disciplines such 
as sociology and theology? 

The latest curriculum books focus on Christianity, which 
explore topics and opinions from people with a Christian faith. 
The books are packed with practical classroom activities too!

Inside 
Out MEMBER ONLY DOWNLOADS GET ADDITIONAL  CLASSROOM-READY RESOURCES INCLUDING POWERPOINTS, PDFS  & INFOGRAPHICS

NOT A MEMBER? SEE BACK PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS! **NATRE members only online resources included

Latest 
curriculum books!

Inside Spring 2024’s 
termly mailing
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Charlie’s local church tour 

Resource 4.1

My church is so friendly and welcoming. The café is 
great as it brings lots of local people together and 
helps raise money to keep the church going. I look 

forward to coming here every Sunday to worship and 
study the Bible, and I see my friends too.  Janine, age 12

Sundays are special to me as that’s when I get to go to church. I love the singing and learning about Jesus. I feel all new and ready for a hard week at school after church. Ellery, age 9

St Teilo’s is such a special place! I met my wife here and we got married here too. Our baby, Josh, is going to be baptised here soon as well.  Joe, age 32

I love coming to church on Sunday mornings with my grandad 
and my mum. There is always something going on and 

sometimes grandad gets to play his guitar. Lots of celebrations 
and fun and we do quite a lot of charity projects, too. My mum 

also goes to Zumba class in the church hall every week too. Rhys, age 10

St Mary’s is a beautiful old church. We have so many weddings here! Every Sunday, we come here as family to worship and take Holy Communion. It’s been a special place for our whole family for a very long time now. Alwyn, age 19

Our church looks much grander from the outside. Inside it’s 
quite plain because we don’t want to be distracted from focusing 

on the Bible when we worship. I’m really proud of everything 
our church does to support food banks and other charities too. 
The church is a big part of the community. I really look forward 

to the Christmas craft fayres and other community events. Audrey, age 68

Hi, I’m Charlie from Cardiff. I’m 9. There are lots of churches where I live but I hadn’t really noticed until we had an RE lesson about how Christians worship. My Christian friends were talking about the different churches they go to, so I went exploring with my dad to find out about them. 
I found out:
• there are seven church buildings in Whitchurch (the area of Cardiff I live in). 

• Really, there are eight churches because one of them is two churches in one; two different types of Christians use the same building. A church is about the people, not just the building!  
• Churches can look very different from one another – sometimes this is because different types of Christians have different ways of worshipping God. 

• Churches are important for lots of different reasons. Here is a map of the churches near me and some of the things people said about their churches. 

Whitchurch Methodist Church

Bethel Baptist Church

Tabernacle Presbyterian Church sharing the church with the Welsh Evangelical Church. You could say this is 2 churches in 1! 

St Teilo’s Catholic Church

St Thomas’s Church (Anglican, Church in Wales)

Ararat Baptist Church

St Mary’s Parish Church (Anglican, Church in Wales) Charlie’s house

This church is a place of worship and prayer for two local Christian communities. Although we worship in different ways – and even in different languages (one in Welsh and the other in English) – and have some different beliefs, we are all one in Jesus Christ. Fewer people go to church these days, meaning sharing our church is a good idea.  John, age 39

Welcome to
Whitchurch

A LOOK INSIDE

 RE Teaching resources offers a range  
of curriculum books and best-sellers.  

Filter by religion and worldview or school phase!

Elevate your 

RE teaching without 

breaking the bank

NOW 
£10 

(£35.75)

£10 
NATRE 

member 
price:  
£7.50

£28 
NATRE 

member 
price:  
£21

• Covering Genesis to 
Revelation, Creation to 
New Creation, this book 
navigates the complexities 
of teaching Christian 
principles for KS2 and KS3. 

• Packed with lesson 
outlines, diverse activities, 
reproducible resources and 
assessment ideas, it's a 
comprehensive teaching 
tool on Christianity.

• Emphasising original Muslim 
voices, our book explores 
diverse perspectives 
within Islam, addressing 
controversies and 
complexities. 

• Muslim scholars tackle 
questions on pacifism, justice, 
and jihad, complemented 
by an infographic featuring 
key data from the UK 
and beyond.

• Uncover the Easter story 
with eight tear-proof 
art cards, featuring 
comments, questions, 
Biblical references, and 
reflection prompts. 

• The set comes with a 
24-page facilitator’s 
guide for added 
learning strategies and 
background insights.
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EDITOR STEPHEN PETT

Walsingham is one of the most significant sites of 
Christian pilgrimage in the UK. Here is some of the 

key background information about the site.

An act of service to Mary, 
Mother of God
Walsingham is a small rural village in north Norfolk. In 

1061 CE, a Saxon noblewoman called Lady Richeldis 

had an extraordinary vision where she met Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. According to Christian accounts, she was 

taken in spirit to Nazareth and shown the simple house 

where Mary had grown up. It was also the place of the 

Annunciation, when the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary 

that she was going to have God’s son – and Mary accepted 

the role. In the vision, Mary showed Lady Richeldis the 

exact measurements of the house, and asked her to 

build a replica of in Walsingham. Richeldis had a replica 

wooden house constructed, as a sign of devotion to Mary, 

known as the ‘Mother of God’. A spring of water and a well 

were also found there, probably with pagan origins. One 

early source (the fifteenth-century Pynson Ballad) offers 

other miraculous stories associated with the visions.

England’s Nazareth
Over the next five hundred years, Walsingham became a 

huge centre of pilgrimage, known as ‘England’s Nazareth’. 

Lady Richeldis’ son, Geoffrey, passed on instructions 

about the building of a priory at the site. Around 1150 CE 

this priory was passed to Augustinian friars to continue 

its care. Many kings and queens, as well as hundreds of 

thousands of other people, have flocked to Norfolk, to 

the shrine. Often, pilgrims would walk barefoot for the 

last mile, from the Slipper Chapel to the shrine, as a sign 

of penance for their sins. The Pynson Ballad (c. 1460 CE) 

talks of healings: the lame, the deaf, the blind, lepers, 

people troubled by evil spirits, even the dead being 

brought back to life.

Destruction
The original house was burnt during Henry VIII’s 

dissolution of the monasteries in 1538, with its 

accompanying killings of thousands of Christians, both 

Catholic and Protestant. Rites of pilgrimage were also 

suppressed. Henry’s motivation was arguably gaining 

wealth by taking Catholic institutions into the national 

English church – in 1511 he had visited Walsingham 

and made several gifts to the shrine. However, the early 

Protestant thinkers were critical of pilgrimage. Martin 

Luther wrote:

We are saved by faith alone, not by external rituals 

or acts. All pilgrimages should be stopped. There is 

no good in them: no commandment enjoins them, 

no obedience attaches to them. Rather do these 

pilgrimages give countless occasions to commit sin 

and to despise God’s commandments. 

(To the Christian Nobility, 1520. Translation: Fortress 

Press 1966)

Rebuilding traditions 
and sites
Despite Protestant criticism of pilgrimage, in the 

nineteenth century an Anglican movement called Anglo-

Catholicism began. This movement sought to reconnect 

the Church of England with the Catholic practices and 

heritage that the movement’s originators felt were in line 

with Anglican teaching. This included devotion to Mary 

and the idea of pilgrimage.

In 1921, Father Alfred Hope Patten decided to revive 

pilgrimage to Walsingham. He had a statue of Mary 

carved, based on the medieval Priory seal, and raised 

money to rebuild the Holy House of Lady Richeldis 

from stone. In 1931 the shrine was finished. During the 

building a well was discovered on the site. Now, tens of 

thousands of pilgrims every year come from all over the 

world to this small village in Norfolk, to pray at the shrine, 

as in the Middle Ages. The main shrine is run by Anglican 

Christians, but Roman Catholic Christians also have a 

shrine based on the Slipper Chapel (restored in 1896).

RESOURCE 5.2

Case study 1: Walsingham

RESOURCE 5.3

Case Study 2: The Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage

‘I am in the village of Little Walsingham for a modern 

take on an ancient devotion which is the practice of 

pilgrimage. We are going to be doing lots of traditional 

pilgrimage devotions. There’ll be a daily eucharist, 

processions, a chance to make a confession. I am with 

a group of 50 people aged 12–18 from the Diocese of 

Blackburn. There will be lots of enjoyable activities and 

social events while they are here to build friendship. 

But also, this is a chance for these young people to 

think very deeply about who Jesus is. Because when 

we come on a pilgrimage at a place to honour Mary – 

Mary does what she always does, which is to point us to 

her son, Jesus Christ.’
Philip North, Bishop of Burnley

‘I think the Youth Pilgrimage for me is really special 

because it’s the joining of everyone together – all these 

hundreds of teenagers coming together and being able 

to share their faith with others of the same age.’

Caroline Ward, School and Young Persons  
officer and Pilgrimage organiser

A short video of visuals from the 2023 pilgrimage are available here  

www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/youngpilgrims/the-youth-pilgrimage

‘We have different Masses 
(Eucharist) every day. 
We have activities like 
football tournaments and 
inflatables. Also, there’s 
a barefoot walk where 
we walk for a mile. And 
a disco at the end, and a 
barbeque.’ Amy

‘After travelling 
for four hours, 
it is amazing to 
gather with other 
young pilgrims 
and celebrate 
21st-century 
Christianity.’ Chloe

‘Pilgrimage brings me 
closer to God, and 
I love making new 
friends.’ Archie

‘I like all the 
activities and 
the chance to 
pray on holy 
ground.’ Daniel

‘I like serving God at 
the altar and going 
to the Masses. It’s 
important being in a 
nice community from 
people all around 
the country.’ Josh

‘I really 
enjoy coming 
because every 
single year 
we are here 
with the same 
friends which 
we have made, 
and we get to 
see them for 
a week once 
every year!’ 
Molly
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Procession of Our Lady

The Holy House

A LOOK 
INSIDE

ACCESSIBLE RE

Receive the latest copy 
of the curriculum book 
within your termly mailing, 
alongside the latest copy 
of the REtoday magazine 
– next one is in April!

25% OFF FOR 
NATRE MEMBERS 

Shop affordable, quality books 

to enrich your pupils’ RE!

God and the 
Big Bang

RE Ideas: 
Sacred 
Places

Opening up 
Hinduism

Questions: 
Buddhists

What 
happens in ...?

£12.37 
(£16.50)

£20.62 
(£27.50)

£7.12 
(£9.50)

£7.12 
(£9.50)

£7.12 
(£9.50)

Discount applies to full-priced books only. 

Get INsPIRed  
with lat BLaylock

Celebrating 20 years of A cREative way for  

teachers of RE to engage 

RE learners through their 

own creativity for their 

own self expression.



 

View the catalogue to browse  
online courses:
14 Primary webinars
9 Secondary webinars
PLUS you can study 
our best-selling 
Understanding 
Christianity course  
for Primary. 
Watch this space – 
more CPD to come!

JOIN US ONLINE ON 27 & 28 JANUARY 2024  
AND/OR USE ALL-YEAR-ROUND CPD TO 
HELP MEET THE STATUTORY  
REQUIREMENTS TO TEACH RE! 

ReREADY-TO-USEBOOK YOUR TICKET AND GET

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK YOUR PLACE! £135
£110 for NATRE members

INVEST IN YOUR SCHOOLS RE
CONFERENCE SEMINARS INCLUDE:

fINd outBook before 22 JaNuary 
to secUre youR Place! moRe

PRIMARY: 
• Faith visits and visitors, face-to-face, 

virtual and beyond…
• Crafting a curriculum across a MAT
• Six ideas to invigorate your primary RE
• Adaptive learning strategies in primary RE

SECONDARY: 
• Creating a Worldviews Curriculum at KS3
• ChatGPT – Friend or foe? How I use 

ChatGPT in RE
• Revolutionaries for your classroom

CROSSPHASE:
• Philosophical RE
• Multi-disciplinary approaches to teaching Hindu pilgrimage

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
• Anti-racism in RE: what you need to know
• National development and opportunities in RE/RVE/R&W/RME

RESEARCH:
• Strengthening learning and teaching about religion and 

worldviews and environmental crisis through action research

• 'Bitten by the RE research bug!'

WE HAVE SUPPORTED TEACHERS:

•   RE Q&A session to see how Understanding Christianity could be used 

alongside your Agreed Syllabus. Get clarity on issues, challenges, 

development and/or planning at your school.

•   Refine the school’s long-term plan for RE. Develop your school’s RE 

policy. Deliver good RE on a shoestring. Learn how to engage your 

staff team. 

•   Discuss progression mapping and resources related to the syllabus. 

Lesson observations with the subject leader and further pupil 

interviews and create an action plan with progression maps.

Our expert team of RE Advisers offer consultancy 

support and training to the Subject Leader and/or 

Primary or Secondary school staff. Delivered online 

or in person, let us help you to find the best solutions 

for you and your school!

DOWNLOAD  
CONSULTANCY  

DIRECTORY

Consultancy 

Support 
and Course 

Directory

Support, advice or training 

to invigorate your RE

www.retoday.org.uk

Get in touch with Chris Hooper,  

Training and Development Director. 

Call: 0121 415 3979 

Email: chris@retoday.org.uk

MORE 
SEMINARS 

IN THE EVENT 
PROGRAMME:

ACCESSIBLE RE
RE Today 
Learning Zone 
Study at your speed, in your own timeTake control of your CPD training, study online when you want, at a pace that suits you. 

Reinforce your learning through retrieval practice
Quality tutorials, quizzes and interactive activities.

Classroom-ready resources
Access resources and downloads to try in your classroom.
Modules broken down into bite-size chunks 
Easily digestible, to slot into your busy schedule.

Courses that suit your learning style Courses available from 45 minutes to 15 hours. 

Suitable for all RE professionals
Designed for teachers of all key stages and RE professionals with subject specific CPD.

REVITALISE YOUR RE

Need CPD training, advice or 

support on compliance  

or pupil withdrawal? 

25% off 
for NATRE 
MEMBERS

Complements a large  variety of agreed syllabi• Need a refresher?
• Got a new starter? 
• New to a school and need training?• Heard about our best-selling course,  but can’t attend live with time constraints?

      Primary Understanding Christianity
Used in over  7,000 schools  by 50,000  teachers!

The launch offer includes 15 hours of training broken down into 6 accessible modules, 

a teacher’s handbook with 22 detailed units of work for primary, The Big Frieze with 

booklet and over 100 pages of downloadable resources.*

NOW 
LIVE



 

NOT A MEMBER? 
Join our fantastic, vibrant, 
and supportive community  
of RE teaching professionals.

Upgrade your membership  

to unlock more benefits

From Student to 
Senior Leaders, we 
have a membership 
to meet your needs!

Take teaching RE to

WHOLE SCHOOL RE

Get multiple log-in accounts 

– easy access for all with 365 

days of support

 

INSTANT RE
Access a digital resource 
library for all key stages 
via REtoday library 

AFFORDABLE RE

25% DISCOUNT 
on RE teaching books, most 

CPD courses or webinars, and 

schemes of work!

DISCOUNTED entry to our 
national conference Strictly RE

ACCESSIBLE RE 
TERMLY MAILING  
with access to the latest 

curriculum book for primary or 

secondary teachers, and a copy 

of the latest REtoday magazine! 

Q&A with Katie Freeman,  
primary teacher & chair of NATRE

NATRE Membership
Get over 2000 resources 
on NATRE

£270 (usually £370) 
Primary School Enhanced 
membership includes RE 
Today Primary RE Curriculum 

plus a FREE course place 
(up to the value of £210)!*

*Discount available until 31 March 

2024. After this date, membership 

price increases to £370.

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ENHANCED MEMBERSHIP

Q How does your NATRE membership take the 
stress out of teaching RE at your school?

a As a NATRE primary School Enhanced member, we get 
access to RE Today Primary RE Curriculum. The ready-

made PowerPoints, step-by-step lesson plans, knowledge 
organisers, progressive vocabulary, lesson activities and 
assessment materials are an invaluable time-saving 
solution to teach quality RE to our pupils. I get ongoing 
support from other RE professionals and a free course 
place helps my school’s RE budget stretch a lot further.


