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The overall trend in A level entries for Religious Studies over the last 5 years has been steeply downward in Wales but fairly stable in England (Figure
2 and 3).

Since 2020 entries in Wales have fallen by 37% from 1126 to 702.

During the same period, entries in England, remained fairly stable with a fall of just under 0.5% from 14,564 to 14,499

Even though the trend for entries in England is downwards, this is within a context where most Humanities subjects have experienced a fall in entries and
most science, technology, engineering and maths subjects have seen an increase. It is worth noting that financial incentives for schools will have boosted
these entries including the advanced maths premium scheme and a number of schemes established to boost science learning in schools.

Of the Humanities, RS in England was one of the smallest decreases between 2023 and 2024 at 1.3%
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-advanced-maths-premium

NATRE

National Association of Teachers
of Religious Education

25000

21577 22097 22121

19173

A level RS entries England Figure 2
18950
20000 17710 18463

................. 17024
s00o M B B B B B B B B B
10000
5000
0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

A level RS entries Wales Figure 3

2000
1800
1600
1400
1200
1000
800
600
400
200

1345

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Deborah Weston: Research Officer August 2024



