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In 2016 a survey showed how many people celebrated Christmas:

91 per cent celebrated Christmas, 9 per cent didn’t. This survey asked 2,022 adults 
(people over 18), representing the population of England, Scotland and Wales.

How do people celebrate Christmas?

91%

9%

In 2020, lots of people in the UK were asked about Christmas.  
Here’s how they answered the question: 

What do you usually do for Christmas?

Source: humanism.org.uk/2016/12/16/friends-family-food-and-giving-the-real-meaning-of-christmas-revealed/  
used by permission of Humanists UK

87%Exchange gifts

16%
birth of Jesus

29%Go to parties

77%Put up a 
Christmas tree

29%Pray 20%Go to church

81%Get together 
with family

51%Get together 
with friends

Along with some of the same ideas as the other survey, people also said they like:

• singing carols (60 per cent)

• watching Christmas adverts (41 per cent)

Source: yougov.co.uk/topics/lifestyle/articles-reports/2018/12/24/britains-favourite-things-about-christmas-family-f  
YouGov, by permission

Source: yougov.co.uk/topics/philosophy/articles-reports/2020/12/29/how-britons-celebrate-christmas-and-easter YouGov, by permission

This survey asked 2,169 people aged 16+, representing all adults in the UK.

60%
41%

A different survey in 2018 asked what people like doing at Christmas. 

QUICK INSIGHT: 

YOM KIPPUR
5 OCTOBER 2022
WHO? Celebrated by Jewish people. 

WHAT? Yom Kippur is the most sacred and solemn day of 

the year for many Jewish people. It is known as the ‘Day 

of Atonement’. It comes ten days after the festival of 

Rosh Hashanah.

WHEN? Wednesday 5 October 2022 

WHY? The festival commemorates the giving of the Law 

to the Jewish people by God through Moses. The people 

of Israel had sinned by worshipping a golden calf, and 

Moses went to God to pray for forgiveness for the people. 

It is a time for Jewish people to reflect on their own sins 

of the past year and seek forgiveness. 

HOW? Many Jewish people will abstain from food and 

drink for 26 hours. Many will spend time in the synagogue 

in prayer. Many Orthodox Jewish people will wear white 

during the day. 

WHERE? Many Jewish people will spend time in prayers 

for forgiveness in the synagogue over this time. 

QUICK INSIGHT: 
DIWALI 
24 OCTOBER 2022 WHO? Celebrated by Hindus and Sikhs. 
WHAT? For many Hindus Diwali commemorates the culmination of the story in the epic poem, the Ramayana, which tells of the return of Lord Rama and Sita to Ayodhya after the defeat of the demon, Ravanna. For some Hindus, Diwali also links to the deity Lakshmi.

WHEN? Diwali runs for 5 days from 23 to 27 October 2022 WHY? For many Hindus Diwali symbolises the light of knowledge burning away the darkness of ignorance. It is a joyful time marking new beginnings.
HOW? Many Hindus will make rangoli patterns outside their houses and light diwa lamps to signify the return of Rama and Sita or in offering to Lakshimi, goddess of wealth and prosperity. WHERE? Many Hindus will celebrate at home, but also visit the mandir and with other families. 

DID YOU KNOW? Leicester has the biggest Diwali celebrations outside India!

INSPIRING RE: HINDUS what are the  meanings of the story  of Rama and Sita? 

OPENING UP 
HINDUISM 

offers a progression 

grid for Diwali and 

some great practical 

ideas for your class.

BQBA 
WORLDVIEWS  

offers KS1 pupils a 
chance to understand 

the celebrations 
of Diwali. 

Email: sales@retoday.org Call: 0121 458 3313 

OPENING UP 

JUDAISM  
has some thoughtful 

activities about 

Rosh Hashanah

Data is provided by the Shap Calendar Group (shapcalendar.org.uk)

DOWNLOAD THE EXTRACT FROM...

Big Questions, Big Answers – Worldviews 

How do people celebrate Christmas?

COMING SOON – 
STOP PRESS! 

Resource imminent  
A focus on Rosh Hashanah for 

younger pupils in our January  

book “Exploring religion and 

worldviews Jewish diversity”
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Log in to your Member 
area after 1 October 
2022 to access these 
NEW benefits!! 

Take your RE teaching to

NATRE Membership

WHOLE SCHOOL RE

AFFORDABLE RE

RE COMMUNITYINSTANT RE

Get multiple log-in accounts 

– easy access for all with 365 

days of support

 

25% DISCOUNT 
on RE Today publications and 

off ANY CPD course!

Ready-to-use SCHEMES OF 

WORK with an average eight 

hours’ worth of classroom ideas 

for each unit, for teaching RE to 

all key stages retoday.org.uk

Get full access to a digital 
library of resources for  
all key stages via 
REtoday library 

Get peer to 
peer support 
and join your Local Group! 

ACCESSIBLE RE 
TERMLY MAILING  
with access to the 
latest curriculum 
book for primary or 
secondary teachers! 

“I can’t imagine my career 
without my membership, it’s 
been with me since the start 
and will stay. The resources 

and training have truly shaped 
me as a teacher.”

Zameer Hussain, Head of Department, 
NATRE member since 2014

NOT A 
MEMBER? 
Sign up today

Join OR renew before  

31 December 2022  

and get £10* off!
*Dependent on membership package, 

see website for details.

(working in association with SHAP)

FREEBIES

Festivals Calendar 

What’s NEW in RE
Pin-up RE poster

RE Infographic

Useful links to access resources & 

activity sheets for lesson planning

DON’T FORGET! Every RE Today book comes with additional downloads 
and printable 

templates 

A fantastic book to help you plan a 
progression of learning about Christmas 
which you can use year on year. The ideas 
support learning about and from beliefs, 
events, customs, experiences, and are 
provided using play, drama, works of 
art, enquiry and sensory activities – 
downloadable and printable materials 
support materials accompany this  
book. Great for planning a Christmas  
RE day or week.

Every book gives you insights to learning, 

building progression, how to plan, and breaks 

down how to teach in an age appropriate 

way which is relevant for your pupils! 

Look out for our 

new webshop

COMING SOON

SAVE TIME  
and make  
life a little  

for you, and 
your fellow 
teachers!

easier 

Visit shop.retoday.org.uk

ALL downloadable and printable 

templates, graphs, games, question 

cards are READY TO USE in your 

classroom. Stick them into your pupils 

books to save their learning. 

download LOTS of READY TO USE 

printable templates, graphs, 

games, templates, question cards

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FOR NATRE MEMBERS

Get REady  
for Christmas

Great download 
for your classroom 

from the book: 

CHRISTMAS IN  
THE CHURCH

Introducing the NEW termly catalogue from RE Today and NATRE

ONLY
£10



 

CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES 

 

Big World Big Ideas: Religion & Science
Julia Diamond-Conway £25.00
Find out more about how both science  and religion work, and the relationship  between the two. 

Full of fabulous teaching and learning activities, pupils will investigate a range of topics, including:

•	 Whether science and religion are complementary or contradictory
•	 Scientific and religious ideas  about miracles
•	 Creation

•	 Evolution, including looking at the stories of Mary Anning and Charles Darwin
•	 Environmental issues

For teachers of 4-11-year-olds this resource will enhance both your science and RE curriculums, provides valuable opportunities for cross-
curricular learning and is designed to help your pupils think more clearly about the world of religion and science.

Your ticket also gives you access to ALL 

the recordings from the conference – share 

resources amongst your team! 

Our team of RE Advisers work closely with SLTs to find the best 

solutions for you and your school. We tailor our services to meet your 

needs, whether it is CPD training, advice or support on compliance or 

pupil withdrawal from RE. 

Download your FREE  
consultancy directory here: 

Inside 
Out  Don’t miss out on the  

ready-to-use, downloadable  

and printable resources 

including PowerPoints, 

templates and games that 

support each ‘Big Questions in 

Classrooms’ book series.

Click on the QR codes  
for a quick link to access all the 

additional material for  

the ‘Challenging Knowledge 

in RE’ and ‘Big Questions, Big 

Answers’ book series. 

SUBJECT
KNOWLEDGE 

WEBINARS

PRIMARY
Big Questions in Classrooms – Big Questions, Big Answers
Investigating good & evil &evil

good

RE
God and  the Big Bang

Exploring Science and Christian BeliefKate Christopher £16.50
Practical, classroom-ready activities, resources  
and teaching ideas, exploring current questions at 
the heart of contemporary science and Christian 
faith. Packed with interviews and content from astrophysicists and neuroscientists, philosophers, 
evolutionary biologists, psychologists and other thinkers who are also Christians. 
Students will consider what is meaningful in both 
science and Christianity, and what both reveal about 
the human condition. The title features five units 
covering KS3 – KS5:
Unit 1 – Genesis: the beginningUnit 2 – The Rise of HumanityUnit 3 – Earthquakes and EvilUnit 4 – Religion and Science: what are their purposes?Unit 5 – Religion and Science: a problem of language?Each of these are supported by nine  videos provided on DVD.

Stretches teacher and pupil 

RE Today  
Learning Zone
Get quality RE CPD delivered by our specialist RE Advisers: 

 Serving the RE community with FREE and paid RE courses 
 Excellent teaching support on religious and non-religious worldviews 
 Self-delivery service 

There will be a range of online courses and webinars, suitable for all Student teachers, Early Career 
Teachers, Primary Teachers, Secondary Teachers, Headteachers and Governors with focused CPD

Access high-quality subject knowledge 

training, for religious and non-religious 

worldviews for both Primary and  

Secondary teachers, delivered by our 

subject-specialist RE Today Advisers!

Consultancy services through the RE Adviser  

team (retoday.org.uk)

Tackle the subject of good and evil with 4-11s, with our ‘ways of knowing’ that introduce theology and philosophy to the primary classroom. Children become investigators to explore aspects of good and evil for some non-religious people, Hindus, Sikhs, Jews and Christians.
The units and resources for the youngest pupils focus on saying sorry and the Jewish festival of Yom Kippur, as well as stories from Sikhi, Judaism and Christianity about righting wrongs. Those for older pupils focus on philosophy, with a simple study of some ethical ideas about good and evil leading to a discussion game, and there is a story about following your path from the Hindu dharma.

A printable pupil booklet and a series of PowerPoint presentations, available as eResources, help support  subjects covered in the book; download and save them  for use in your lessons.

DOWNLOAD  
THIS FANTASTIC 

GAME FOR 
YOUR PUPILS, 

CLASSROOM READY 
POWERPOINTS AND 

MUCH MORE

Schemes of Work 
for teaching RE to 
all key stages

How long does it take you 
to write a scheme of work? 
A few hours? Half a day for 
each one? We have created 
ready-to-use schemes made 
up of 35 units for Primary 
schools and 15 units for 
Secondary schools. Save 

weeks of planning time and gain over a year’s 
worth of lesson ideas* with our full schemes, 
that work out at only £15 per unit. You can pick 
and mix or buy the whole lot for your school / 
RE department. 

Each unit offers around eight 
hours of classroom ideas, and 
includes a plethora of teaching 
and learning ideas, links to useful 
resources, learning outcomes 
and assessment guidance and 
suggestions. 

Use these wherever you are teaching RE, 
even if your syllabus is not an RE Today 
model – these align to syllabus model A. But 
note that they do not supersede your agreed 
syllabus. There is a useful guide to planning 
with RE Today units of work to support you in 
deciding whether these schemes will work for 
your school.

KS3 – KS5

EYFS – UKS2

SAVE £15 ON 
YOUR STRICTLY RE 
BOOKING!
Quote ‘STRICTLY15’ in your online 

booking (use code before 31 October 

2022). NATRE membership discounts 

also apply!

NATRE’s annual 
conference is back 

ONLY
£25

RESPONSIBLE
Are you the Headteacher, Head of Department, 

SLT or SL for your school? 

AMBITIOUS

This informative and educational 3 hour 

course provides  all headteachers and 

governors from all school types, Primary 

and Secondary, need to know about RE!

The three models will provide:

•	 Legal obligations and compliance

•	 What should heads and governors be doing

•	 Guidance, audit and policy development

•	 Challenging and changing current attitudes 

and understanding

•	 How to support religious literacy throughout 

schools, from staffroom to classroom

There is a whole load of supporting material  

from sample policy documents, audits, 

interactive activities and ongoing support.

RE Awareness 
Course!

SECONDARY  Big Questions in Classrooms – Challenging Knowledge in RE Studying good & evilRE presents the ideal opportunity to examine with our 
students the ideas that matter: to do with right and wrong, 
goodness, evil and suffering, and human responses to all of 
these. Grasp that by using the methods and perspectives 
provided in this volume, with students learning how to 
benefit from the approaches of philosophy and theology. Classroom-ready ideas in the book, and on further sheets 

available to download and photocopy, offer ways of thinking 
about both goodness and evil. Voices from individuals of 
different worldviews offer their thoughts and beliefs about 
the human condition, which encompasses both good and 
bad. We encounter the philosophical problem of evil and its 
personal impact on the lives of two great Christian thinkers. 

And we touch on the variety of ways in which 
continental and Asian philosophies respond 
to existential challenges of goodness and evil.

SAVE 
TIME AND INSPIRE 

YOUR 
PUPILS

Perfect for the start 

of the school year!

SPECIAL OFFER 
SAVE £115! 

Book all seven subject-focus webinars  

before 30 September 2022 and  

pay just £200 (saving £115)! 

Visit retoday.org.uk 
Subject Knowledge Webinars 22-23!  

to book your place.

Supporting your 

MAT: meeting your 

RE needs DOWNLOAD  

our FREE MAT  

brochure to find 

out more 
Whether you are looking for 

fresh ideas to invigorate your 

RE, seeking to upskill non-

specialists, equipping a new 

subject leader, undertaking 

a radical overhaul of your 

RE provision or something 

entirely different, we have an 

expert team of RE Advisers 

who can help.

This will 

demystify  

RE once  

and for all 

4 RE

28-29 JANUARY 2023

Time Saving, 
READY to use RE

Register your interest
Email sales@retoday.org.uk 
with RE Awareness Course  
as the subject line

ONLY
£16.50

25% 
OFF!

for NATRE 
members 

Scan the 
QR code 

on the left 
to access 

sample 
units

*based on avg. 8 hours of lesson ideas per unit, and avg. 

of 1 hour of RE teaching time per week.

Sample units
Primary

Secondary

1-2 Unit

L2-4 Unit

3-12 Unit

Exploration Planner  

Who is a Muslim?

Exploration Planner  

Why do people pray?

Is religion a power 

for peace or a 
cause of conflict  
in the world today?

Order 
now!

Email sales@retoday.org.uk  
to buy full units of work

All 35  
Primary  

Units

£465

All 15 
Secondary 

Units 

£180 
Or £15 each 

for individual units!


