
 

Ofsted update 
 

NATRE has been monitoring references to RE in both primary and secondary school Ofsted reports under the new 
framework. The primary reports have been shared here and the four secondary examples are set out below. 
 

Secondary reports including reference to RE 
 

 

Overall effectiveness   Requires improvement  
The quality of education  Requires improvement  
Behaviour and attitudes  Good  
Personal development   Good  
Leadership and management  Good 
Sixth-form provision   Good 
 

Most teachers are now teaching pupils the subject content that matters the most, apart from religious 
education, which is limited. 
 

Currently, some pupils in key stage 3 do not cover subject content sufficiently well to be able to draw upon 
their learning in the future. This is because subjects such as religious education lack prominence in the 
curriculum. Additionally, the time pupils spend learning new content is limited in some subjects as teachers 
attempt to teach a broad and balanced curriculum that is commensurate with the national curriculum. 
However, time is limited, and teachers sometimes gloss over important learning points. This leads to gaps in 
pupils’ understanding. Leaders must ensure that pupils are afforded sufficient time to learn important 
subject content in detail for as long as possible, including in religious education. 
 

 
Overall effectiveness   Requires improvement  
The quality of education  Requires improvement  
Behaviour and attitudes  Good  
Personal development   Good  
Leadership and management  Good  
Sixth-form provision   Requires improvement  
 

In key stage 3, pupils have too few opportunities to learn about some subjects, such as geography, history, 
and religious education (RE), in detail. Also, the range of subjects offered by the school at key stage 3 is 
narrow. For example, pupils in Years 7 and 8 do not currently get the chance to study technology. The 
curriculum at key stage 3 does not stay as broad as possible for as long as possible. It is not as ambitious as 
the national curriculum.  
In key stage 4, pupils can choose to study from a wide range of subjects. However, older pupils do not have 
enough opportunity to study RE. Few pupils choose to continue to study a modern foreign language. Leaders 
have put plans in place to improve pupils’ enjoyment of this subject so that more pupils choose this as an 
option. 

 

Leaders and governors need to ensure that pupils follow a broad curriculum which is similar in breadth and 
ambition to the national curriculum. They should further improve the curriculum by increasing the depth of 
learning for pupils in different subjects in key stage 3. Leaders should also increase the opportunities for key 
stage 4 pupils to study RE in greater depth. 

  

https://www.natre.org.uk/news/latest-news/what-are-primary-school-inspection-reports-saying-about-religious-education/


 

 

Overall effectiveness   Good  
The quality of education  Good  
Behaviour and attitudes  Good  
Personal development   Good  
Leadership and management  Good  
Sixth-form provision   Good  
 

 

The minimal time allocated to physical education, religious education and personal, social and health 
education does not encourage healthy lifestyles and limits pupils’ wider understanding of different faiths and 
cultures, and the importance of physical activity 
 

The school does not promote pupils’ healthy lifestyles and wider understanding as well as it could through 
physical education, religious education and personal, social and health education. Leaders should review 
their provision for these subjects. 
 

**** continues to be a good school 
 

Leaders support pupils’ personal development well. The personal, social and health education (PSHE) 
curriculum is well planned and delivered in religious education (RE) lessons and in tutor time. Leaders need 
to check that the delivery of the RE subject content is not negatively affected by the quantity of PSHE work 
during these lessons. 
 

A great proportion of the plans for pupils’ personal development is currently delivered in RE lessons. Leaders 
need to assure themselves that pupils have enough time in RE lessons to learn about different faiths and 
beliefs as well as the other topics that have been included in these lessons. 

 

Deep Dives 
 

The primary reports that have included RE Deep Dives are set out in the article mentioned above, but no RE Deep 
Dives in a secondary school have yet been published. We know from our own sources that some secondary RE Deep 
Dives have taken place and this has been confirmed by Ofsted’s National Director of Education; Sean Harford in a 
letter to NASACRE Chair; Paul Smalley. Thanks to Paul for sharing this excerpt: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am glad that you are pleased to see some focus given to RE in primary school inspections. There is no expectation that a 
particular subject in a secondary school will, or will not, be used for a deep dive under the new framework and thus no 
quotas. The selection of subjects for the deep dives is agreed between the lead inspector and the headteacher in an 
extended phone call, held on the day before the inspection. The selection will be informed by the lead inspector’s 
preparation and the headteacher’s top-level view about the quality of education in the school. Subjects might be selected 
because they appear to have improved, be in decline, or because the school has worked on them and wishes to show the 
impact of that work. If this discussion identifies RE as a subject that the inspector or headteacher wish to explore, then it 
may be chosen as an agreed subject for a deep dive.  

We know this has been the case and that RE has, subsequently been the focus for a deep dive, both in primary and 
secondary schools since the start of the framework in September. Of course there is always a lag between inspection and 
publication of inspection reports. 


