Make Poverty Histo

Poverty
Age-range: Secondary
Objective: To raise awareness of the poverty faced by many people in the world.

You will need: Designer T shirts, trainers, bags etc borrowed from students;
McDonald’s (or other) food packaging;
CDs;
images of children living in poverty-stricken conditions (see Google images or some of the
publications (or websites) from, for example, Christian Aid, CAFOD or OXFAM), to be
presented using OHP, PowerPoint or interactive whiteboard.

Note: Leaders of assemblies in some schools will be very aware that some of their own students are living in impover-
ished conditions, and so will need to make sensitive changes to the way this assembly is delivered.

Talk to the students, saying that you imagine many of them have luxury items in their wardrobe — such as the ones you
have here — or luxury goods at home such as personal CD players, computers, TVs etc, or that they spend their spare
cash on fast food or CDs. Ask the students to imagine what life would be like if these things were taken away from
them. What would life be like then? How would they feel? They might get bored. They might get unhappy knowing
some people have what they do not have. But they could survive without these things.

Now ask them to use their imaginations: your home is taken away from you — so you don’t actually have anywhere to
live. How are you going to keep warm and shelter from bad weather? It’s no good going to the local council and ask-
ing for a flat — because there is no local council, or at least not one that has houses or flats it can lend to people. And
the people next door are in exactly the same situation. There are no schools either. How is that going to affect you?
You might sit here now and think ‘Great!’, but have you really thought about how that could affect your life — not just
now but in the future?

Imagine getting ill, not having any shelter. But don’t expect to get any medical help, because there are no doctors, or
the only doctor there is for miles around has no medicine to give out to the sick anyway.

Do you like the sound of this world so far?

Now imagine that on top of all this, the very basics of survival — food and clean water — are not available to you. At
least, not every day, and then in very small quantities because there are a lot of you in the same situation and there is
very little food and water to go round.

Life as it is, but without your designer gear, take-aways and luxury goods, seems quite appealing now, doesn’t it?

Unfortunately, what you have been imagining for yourselves is reality for millions of people today in the world. (Show
some images of families living in extreme poverty.)

Explain that many people think that it is not fair for us to have homes and food and doctors and schools when other
people in the world don’t — and that this year lots of people have got together to try to make the lives of poor people
better.

At this stage you may use as much or as little of the information under the theme ‘Make Poverty History’ as you wish.
(Although this would be a good time to launch a school event to support the campaign, the main aim of this assembly
is to raise students’ awareness of their own lives of relative luxury compared to those who live in abject poverty, and
of the organisations who are trying to bring hope to the very poor.)

Reflection

Think about the work of MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY. They are trying to get the rich countries of the world to help the
poor countries so that people do not need to suffer from ill-health and lack of food, shelter or education. Do you think
it is worthwhile trying to make life better for people? How could you make life better for someone else?
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