Make Poverty Histo

Poverty
Age-range: Primary
Objective: To raise awareness of the poverty faced by many people in the world.

You will need: Images of children living in poverty stricken conditions (see Google images or some of the
publications (or websites) from, for example, Christian Aid, CAFOD or OXFAM); pictures
of local houses, the local hospital, the school and food — all to be presented using OHP or
PowerPoint.

Note: Leaders of assemblies in some schools will be very aware that some of their own pupils are living in
impoverished conditions, and so will need to make sensitive changes to the way this assembly is delivered.

Use the pictures of the local area and amenities to encourage the children to talk about the kinds of
homes they live in, the foods they like to eat, who looks after them, and what is provided for them in the
community, such as doctors, hospitals and schools. Emphasise how most of the time we don’t really think
about these things because they are just there.

Ask the pupils what their lives would be like if there were no schools — what difference would it make to
their lives if they had no education?

What would their lives be like without hospitals, doctors or medicine?
‘What would their lives be like without a house or a flat to live in?
What would their lives be like without enough food? Without enough clean water?

Show some images of families living in extreme poverty so that pupils have a clear understanding of what
poverty means.

Explain that lots of people think that it is not fair for us to have homes and food and doctors and schools
when other people in the world don’t — and that this year lots of people have got together to try to make the
lives of poor people better.

At this stage you may use as much or as little of the information under the theme ‘Make Poverty History’ as
you wish. (Although this would be a good time to launch a school event to support the campaign, the main
aim of this assembly is to raise pupils’ awareness of their own lives of relative luxury compared to those
who live in abject poverty, and of the organisations who are trying to bring hope and help to the very poor.)

Reflection

Think about the work of MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY. They are trying to get the rich countries of the world
to help the poor countries so that people do not need to suffer from ill-health and lack of food, shelter or
education. Do you think it is worthwhile trying to make life better for people? Could you make life better for
someone you know? How?

Suggested prayer
Dear God,

People suffer in this world for all kinds of reasons. It may be lack of food or shelter. Or it may be lack of
friendship or love. Whatever the reason, please help us to ease the sufferings of others. If there are times
when we find that we are suffering, may we be helped too. Amen
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